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in themselves could wreck any international enterprise. In
addition the Institute stated that the matter was immature
and deferred discussion for an indefinite time.213 Lists as
sketched in the reports to the Institute, in the Polish law,
or in the Montevideo Treaty are the unconvincing product
of divination rather than inquiry. Comparison of the actual
choice of law decisions in the Anglo-American, French, and
German courts, meritoriously begun by Batiffol, gives some
very valuable suggestions but no comprehensive certainty.
On the other hand, the successive drafts of conflicts
determining sales of goods elaborated in the International
Law Association and committees of the Sixth Hague Con-
ference,214 show remarkable progress. The work to be
is indeed vast. The present writer, in fact, does not believe
himself able, in a lonely study, to do more than to point out
a few examples and to suggest some methods of research.
2. The Law of the Contract
The task ahead will be to aim at ascertainment, in the
parties do not themselves choose their law, of what the main
local connection is under given conditions, or to express it
shortly:
In wh&t jurisdiction a certain ty$e of              is
If the elements of the contract in question allow it, its
connection with one lam is very desirable. Almost all modern
writers are agreed on this point. To split the incidents in
the manner of the Restatement and the Swiss Federal Tri-
bunal, or in that of the German Supreme Court, is a grievous
mistake, as was shown and will appear again later. That
various obstacles that have been raised in the literature to
the application of a unique law to this or that incidental
problem are unfounded, will be discussed in Chapter 32.
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